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SEESA’s Mission in relation to Bird Flu

Provision of scientific advice and scientific & technical
support in all fields which have a direct or indirect
impact on Food and Feed Safety to the EU

Commission, MS, EU Parliament (following WTO and
SPS Agreement)

Provision of independent information on all matters
within these fields

Risk communication

Networking and collaboration
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The 9 EFSA Scientific Panels

Panel on contaminants in the food chain

Panel on food additives, flavorings, processing a Ids and
materials in contact with food

Panel on dietetic products, nutrition and allergi es
Panel on biological hazards

Panel on additives and products or substances use d in animal
feed

Panel on genetically modified organisms

Panel on animal health and welfare

Panel on plant protection products and their resi dues
Panel on Plant health
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“Overlaps : EFSA / EMEA / ECDC/ NON FOOD SCIEMMAITEES

Non food Scientifi
Committees
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EFESA’s t asks on Bird Flu
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January. 2004- AHAW -Statement on Al

September 2005- AHAW Scientific Report and Opinion
on animal health and welfare aspects of Al

March 2006 —BIOHAZ -Scientific report on Food as a
possible source of infection with HPAI viruses for
humans and other mammals

May 2006 —AHAW-Report and Opinion on Migratory
birds and their possible role in the spread of highly
pathogenic Al-Asian lineage

November 2006. AHAW- risks associated with the
import of wild bird other than poultry into EU
(exotic/petbirds)
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anuary. 2004- AHAW Statement on Al
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September 2004 AHAW -Al

Scientific opinion
Review of SCAHAW opinions of 2000 & 2003
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EU Policy was in favour of Stamping out:
e not incentives for vaccination and DIVA strategy

Recent changing Policy:

 In favour of vaccination (even OIE)
 BUT there is a lack of tools

Vaccinated animals can not be exported  according with
OIE Rules
« disease notification and vaccination in a country m eans
loss of money
Pilot projects: still less than 0.1% of the EU poul __ try are

vaccinated
* 1w f

15

- 1% ' Surouz:zng Food Jafaey AUeioriey



~ Currently Available DIVA Vaccines

Disease Vaccine Field Test DIVA Field
trials Test
BoHV-1 Yes |gE Yes
CSF Yes | E (rns) Yes
FMD VP2 Yes NSP3ABC (2001) | Partial
Al Yes Neuraminidase Yes
(many subtypes)
NSP1 i

* !|+’ w

B 1% Suroog=:g) Fooe Sefar

16

VAT O Y



# $ $ %N&

#)  &* "

Fuod Jafay Auinoriny



*

* o

t:ﬁ-ﬂ..;* /

Iik/T rch 2006 -BIOHAZ -Scientific report on
Food as a possible source of infection with
HPAI viruses for humans and other

mammals

Comparison of Human cases and
Animal Outbreaks of Al

61 Dates of onset are unknown with 4 T4
cases in Vietnam, 3 are probably in 1 40
57 late Dec '04 and one in Jan '05
+35
(7]
B4+ 303
% C1'04-'05 season (Human) <
8 I '03-'04 season (Human) 253
=3 =5~'03-'04 season (Poultry) a
g -5—'04-'05 season (Poultry) 205
Q
S2 4 ©
22 15 8
10<
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T 5 - -
e: OIE, MARD (Vietnam)
0 - 0 3
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“Food as a possible source of infection with highly
pathogenic Al viruses for humans and other mammals”.

This scientific document analyses whether
consuming food contaminated with HPAI (Al)
virus could initiate infection in mammals via the
digestive route.

Examinig existing data on Al, and H5N1 in
particular, studying various aspects of the
virus’s transmission in relation to food and the
gastrointestinal tract.
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Conclusions (I):

Food as a possible source of infection with HPAI
viruses for humans and other mammals

There is no evidence that the virus replicates in
the human intestine.

Even if virus uptake in the Gl tract were

possible, e.g. via nerve endings as was

suggested in the experimentally inoculated cats ,
the chances that these endings would be hit are
very slim.

Vira
Proo

Swa

RNA or infectious virus may have been
uced in throat or respiratory tissues and
lowed, or could have reached the intestine

after generalisation from other infected targets.._s®
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Ju ,3 Conclusions (11):
Food as a possible source of infection with HPAI
viruses for humans and other mammals

i —

Food that contains virus could be a source of infec tion if
viral uptake were to occur via oropharingeal tissues . The
existence of an undisclosed target cell in the inte stinal
tract cannot be ruled out.

Infection in humans occurs rarely and particularly after
very close contact with infected animals. It is, i kely that
a high dose of virus may be needed to initiate an

Infection and that a readily accessible entry route for the
virus does not exist.

Experimental studies on the exact route(s) of H5N1 virus
entry in mammals are needed and may provide useful

information for the human infe(itii’L/-. — 21
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Possible spread of HPAI along major flyways of minmtinl_] birds |
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(presented by the day of confirmation - total 616 ¢ ases)

HPAI casesin wild birds in the MS notified to ADNS
from 1 February to 7 May 2006

30 30 7 73
56 [ 61 [ 57 _
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L2034 1203 4 5123 41 23 4
February (168 cases)  March (278 cases) April (158 &) May (12 cases)
Weeks\Months
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November 2006 AHAW-scientific opinion on the
AHAW risks associated with the import of wild
birds other than poultry into the EU

Health aspects: the probability of infectious agents being
Introduced into the EU by the release from quarantine of
wild captured birds varies from negligible to high. The
probability that any individual wild captured bird is infected
will depend upon the species and the probability of sub-
clinical shedding.

Recommendation: the need to continue the importation of
captive wild birds should be carefully considered.
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3. Future EFSA’s tasks on Bird Flu
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3"Future EFSA’s tasks on Bird Flu

1.

#

December 2006 . AHAW. Revision of the migratory birds
opinion in the light of the last report of DG ENV : species
iInvolved and enlarging recommendations for survelillance.

January 2007 . SCA. Epidemiological Analysis of the
current outbreaks in the EU.

February 2007 AHAW Vaccination against avian influenza
of H5 and H7 subtypes in birds kept in zoos

April 2007 AHAW. Al Vaccines on H5-H7 subtypes in
domestic birds

2007 BIOHAZ continuously evaluating scientific evidence
with respect to Al and food safety

2007 AHAW Update of the Risk assessment of Al in AH -
overall assessment on the risk of the entry of H5N1 to the
EU mcludlng latest findings and developments
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4. Conclusions
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1. Control of outbreaks of Asian lineage H5N1 HPAIv:
worldwide top priority to reduce/avoid risks

2. Veterinary structure, control & BIP, are critical
points (awareness, diagnostic and quick measures)-
Increase alert/surveillance systems (e.g. EU)

3. Trade live animals & commodities: main concern

4. Biosafety measures in all poultry productions
systems . Migratory birds

5. Info Exchange between Vet-Medical services
6. RESEARCH and support to affected countries



A multi-sectoral approach

Trade reqgulatio

! / Law
Trade / Smugglj enforcement
Public Health
Medical
Services

Wild birds Domestic poultry
{ Agriculture / Wild life / Huntg
Veterinary Associations
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WHO Regional Office for Europe
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Urgent Intervention
Immediate Respons
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Trend Analysis
Prediction

Te?rgeted Capacity
Building and
Strengthening VS

3rd International Bird Flu Summit
14-15 November 2006 Geneva

Qwitzarland
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EU RESEARCH and EU support to
affected countries

e Technical support missions and training in
several countries in Europe, Asia and Africa - in
close contact with FAO and OIE

» Special call for proposal for research on Avian
and Human Pandemic Influenza (20 Million€)

e Support to third countries (80 Million€) - in
close contact with the World Bank



EU/ DG RESEARCH FP7 projects on Al
2006

Aviflu 2002/6 (final)

, It proven that
could be an effective approach to
manage outbreaks;

Fluaid 2006/8 (cont. Aviflu)

e Studies on and to
evaluate the consequences of vaccination In
terms of transmission and persistence,;

EPIZONE 2006/11

« Network collaboration, 20 Institutions, on

epizootic infections, will cover ,
, surveillance and

epidemiology and risk assessment. 34
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